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Introduced by Council President Gulliford & Co-Sponsored by Anderson, Bishop, Boyer, Brown, Carter, Clark, Crescimbeni, Daniels, Gaffney, Holt, Jones, Joost, Lee, Love, Lumb, Redman, Schellenberg & Yarborough and amended by the Rules Committee: 

RESOLUTION 2014-401-A
A RESOLUTION THANKING AND CONGRATULATING THE MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE ON CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING WORK AND RECOMMENDATIONS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Task Force on Consolidated Government was appointed in August 2013 to perform an in-depth review of the history, formation and operation of the Consolidated City of Jacksonville, including a full examination of all its departments, divisions, board, commissions and independent authorities and an examination of its working relationships with the Beaches cities and the Town of Baldwin; and


WHEREAS, conditions in Jacksonville and Duval County have changed considerably in the 46 years since consolidation became effective, and the time is ripe for a reconsideration of the founding principles of the consolidation movement and the original Consolidated City Charter, and whether the principles and structures that were state-of-the-art in 1968 are still relevant and adequate to the task of governing the twelfth largest city in America in the 21st Century; and


WHEREAS, for the last 10 months the thirty members of the Task Force on Consolidated Government, representing a wide variety of backgrounds, experiences, professions and philosophical viewpoints, have delved deeply into the history, functions, changes to, and current operations of the consolidated city government, becoming well-versed in the city’s operational strengths and weaknesses, its accomplishments and opportunities for improvement; and 


WHEREAS, the Task Force’s three subcommittees produced dozens of recommendations for structural and operational changes and improvements, which the full Task Force reviewed in great detail and adopted as its own recommendations in the form of proposed Charter and Ordinance Code amendments and recommendations for administrative policies and procedures; and


WHEREAS, the countless hours of study, meetings and debate invested by the Task Force members have produced an outstanding set of factual findings and recommendations which will serve as the basis for a careful consideration of desirable changes by the City Council; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby thanks and congratulates the Task Force on Consolidated Government, its chair, Council Member Lori Boyer, members Chuck Arnold, Cynthia Austin, Shannon Blankinship, Elaine Brown, Betty Burney, Leon Carrero, Giselle Carson, Rena Coughlin, Lad Daniels, Ben Davis, Wyman Duggan, Georgette Dumont, Kay Ehas, Broderick Green, Tony Hill, Betty Holzendorf, Jordan Logue, Bill Mason, Michael Munz, Sam Mousa, Jim Rinaman, Steve Rohan, Peter Rummell, Dwain Senterfitt, Opio Sokoni, Kerri Stewart, Tom Taylor, Ray Treadwell, Paul Tutwiler, Kelli Wells and Marvin Zanders, and the Task Force staff for their hard work and dedication to producing a thorough and well-reasoned report on the state of the consolidated government and numerous recommendations for its improvement. The citizens of Jacksonville have been ably represented by this outstanding group of representatives and will benefit greatly from their wisdom, experience and good judgment embodied in the recommendations. The City is extremely grateful for their valuable contribution to the process of improving the organization, effectiveness and productivity of the city government and its affiliated agencies.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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